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Perspectives for European Consumer Law

Towards a Directive on Consumer Rights and Beyond

Prague, February 18 – 19, 2009 

Conference Venue: Charles University, Law Faculty, Náměstí Curieových 7, Prague, Room 220 (2nd Floor)

The forthcoming Directive on Consumer Rights is part of a far-reaching European development in the field of Consumer Law and Private Law in general. The European Commission has initiated the long expected broad shift to full harmonisation. At the same time the works for a Common Frame of Reference and the Acquis Principles offer perspectives for a multitude of new possibilities, among them a ‘toolbox’ for more coherent EC legislation and building blocks for innovative optional instruments on EC level like the notable ‘Blue Button’. 

This puts the national laws and all lawyers applying it under new challenges. In particular the relation between (EC and national) consumer law and general private law is under question. 

At the time when the Czech Republic holds the Presidency of the EU, the Charles University and the Acquis Group, supported by the Czech Trade Commission, will be hosting a conference at Prague bringing together leading contract law scholars, policy makers and stakeholders from across Europe. The conference will provide a forum for high level academic discussion and will be at the same time an opportunity for judges, advocates and all lawyers applying consumer law to get acquainted with the new law to come.   

Agenda

Wednesday, 18 February 2008, 14.00 - 18.30 h

13.30
Arrival and Registration 

14.00
Welcome and conference opening 

· Prof. Luboš Tichý, Charles University Prague

· 14.10
Round Table: A new Directive on Consumer Rights - Policy aims from EU and 
Member State perspectives

· Lenka Froňková, Czech Ministry of Trade and Economic Affairs

15.00
First Session: Pre-contract Information Duties


(Chair: Prof. Hans Schulte-Nölke, European Legal Studies Institute Osnabrück)

· Prof. Geraint Howells, University of Manchester 

· Dr. Jiří Navrátil, Association of Trade and Tourism

16.15 Coffee

16.45
Second Session: Withdrawal Rights


(Chair: Prof. Luc Grynbaum, University of Paris V)

· Reiner Schulze, University of Münster

· Mgr. Jiří Grygar, judge

· Martin Rezek, Czech Association for Consumer Protection (SOS)

Discussion

18.30
End of first conference day

20.00
Speakers Dinner

Thursday, 19 February 2008, 9.00 - 13.15 h

9.00 
Third Session: Unfair Terms


(Chair: Prof. Gerhard Dannemann, Humboldt-University Berlin)

· Prof. Fryderyk Zoll, University of Krakow

· Prof. Luboš Tichý, Charles University Prague

· Mgr. Tomáš Pelikán, Attorney at law, on behalf of Association Consumer.cz

Discussion

10.30
Coffee

11.00
Forth Session: Consumer Sales

(Chair: Markéta Selucká, University of Brno)

· Prof. Thomas Pfeiffer, Heidelberg University

· Ing. Libor Dupal, Association of Czech Consumers

Discussion

12.15
Panel: The way forward in European Consumer Law 

· Prof. Gianmaria Ajani, University of Torino

· Prof. Jan Hurdik, University of Brno

· Nuria Rodriguez, BEUC

13.15
End of Conference
· Prof. Hans Schulte-Nölke, European Legal Studies Institute Osnabrück

Conference Languages are English and Czech (simultaneous translation)

Please register at: Prof. Dr. Hans Schulte-Nölke, European Legal Studies Institute, Heger-Tor-Wall 14, 49069 Osnabrück, Germany; Email: schulte-noelke@uos.de; Fax.: +49 5 41 9 69-4590; 
